
this God forsaken spot where they con-
structed a small shack with a lean-to
that served as the repair garage. A
Model T truck became a tow truck.
Gasoline was pumped by hand from a
55 gallon drum. Ragsdale’s wife
served food and refreshments to weary
travelers. Ragsdale named his oasis
“Desert Center”. In 1921, the sand
road running through Desert Center
was relocated five miles north, just off
the T, straightened, paved, and named
U.S. Route 60. Ragsdale abandoned
his original Desert Center and built a
new town with an adobe cafe with an
attached gasoline station and a huge
service garage on the south side of the
road. On the north side of the road, he
built a series of wooden structures
including a market and a post office.
Next to the service station on the south
he built several cabins and a large
"plunge" or swimming pool. Further
to the west there were more cabins.
Much of what he built in the twenties
stands to this day.

When Ragsdale needed a teacher
for his own children and the few others
in the town, he hastily built a basic
structure of stick framing with paper

(Continued on Page 5)

The town was founded in 1921 by
“Desert Steve Ragsdale” a wandering
preacher. In 1915, he was driving the
sandy road between Phoenix and Los
Angeles when his vehicle broke down
near a place called Gruendyke's Well.
There he was rescued by a prospector
named Bill Gruendyke. Upon his
return, Ragsdale bought out
Gruendyke and moved his family to
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A great one day trip for the region in
Southern California would be to the
almost ghost town of Desert Center
which is just north of Interstate 10
about midway between Palm Springs
and Blythe. While there is nothing
much going on here now, other than
the sex life of lizards, there is a lot of
history in and around the town. The
General George S. Patton Museum is
at Chiriaco Summit, eight miles to the
west. Lake Tamarisk with motels and
golf is just to the north. Near there is
an airport and auto raceway. Further
north is a huge abandoned iron mine.
In every direction are all kinds of
desert exploration attractions.

We were told about Desert Center at
a coffee shop in Blythe while returning
from a family visit to Phoenix in May.
Interstate 10 between Palm Springs
and Phoenix is just nothing but miles
and miles of desert miles and miles,
but Desert Center is a place that has
been capturng the imagination of
desert rats, artists, and photographers
since it virtually shut down about 30
years ago.

Western Region Lincoln and Continental Owners Club Publication Volume 40 No 6, July, 2011

Above is the complex that Ragsdale built in 1921. The cafe is still open.
Below right, abandoned gas pump show regular at 39.9 per gallon.

California’s Almost Ghost Town
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Board of Managers

Jeremy Sanford.................2011
Bruce Hutchinson..............2011
Bob Reed..........................2011
Mike Cunningham.............2012
Carol Reniger....................2012
Marv Wendt.......................2012
Shirley Richards................2013
Stacy Roscoe....................2013
Jim Ayres...........................2013

Director
Marv Wendt......(760) 375 5337
marvnjan@iwvisp.com

Assistant Director
Jeremy Sanford....(916) 488-3936
jsanford@surewest.net

Secretary
Stacy Roscoe....(805)642-9211
SROSCOEVTA@AOL.COM

Treasurer
Bob Reed..........(805) 581-4866
chambersheetmetal@sbcglobal.net

Membership
Mike Cunningham.......(415)479-8700
mike94903@sbcglobal.net

Confab Editor
Tim Howley............t.howley@cox.net
Phone (760)739-0332

Projects
Baron Night.......(714) 522-1909

Webmaster and Northern
California Activities

Jeremy Sanford....(916) 488-3936
jsanford@surewest.net

Southern California Activities
Jim Ayres.......(949)646-5644
Jayres01@ca,rr.com

Sunshine Girls

North, Georgette Poole..(408) 371-7653
geopole@comcast.net

South, Helen Hutchinson (818) 360-3865
HBHutchinson@Verizon.net
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DDiirr eeccttoorr ’’ ss   
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It seems like its been awhile since
Jan and I attended a Lincoln function,
but we made up for the traveling this
entails with a road trip of our own that
included Jan’s college reunion in
Fredericksburg, Virginia (the main
purpose of the trip) and visits to the
Corvette assembly plant in Bowling
Green, Kentucky, the Rock and Roll
Hall of Fame in Cleveland, numerous
Presidential libraries, Buddy Holly’s
Memorial in Clear Lake, Iowa, and the Henry Ford Museum and Edsel
Ford’s estate.  Anyway, it’s great to be back in the West and looking
forward to all the cool Lincoln events that are upcoming this summer.

Sadly, we must note the passing of LCOC-National Executuve VP
Art Whitmire, July  4.  Many of you have had pleasant dealings with
Art in his capacity of National Meet Chair/liaison, and his talent and
guidance in this role will be sorely missed.  I know that Jeremy
Sanford will miss Art’s gentle arm-twisting to host a 2012 Western
National Meet.  Our warmest thoughts and sympathy go out to Carol
and family.

On a happier note, I was viewing the Barrett-Jackson classic car
auction in Orange County a few weeks ago when a couple appeared on
the auction block who looked very familiar.  Sure enough, it was
esteemed Western Region members Tom and Candy Spiel.  You all
know Tom and Candy for their award winning cars, and they made the
wonderful charitable gesture of donating their white ’57 Convertible to
the Loma Linda Medical Center’s Children’s Hospital.  The enthusias-
tic crowd bid the Spiels Lincoln up to $105,000.00, all proceeds went
directly to this great Inland Empire institution!  Nice going Tom and
Candy!

Well, we’ve been home way too long, so it’s off to Palm Springs for
a few days, but we’re looking forward to seeing all of you and your
Lincolns and Continentals real soon.

Last chance to run for the Western Region Board of Directors.
Please contact me if you are interested.

“Peggy Sue” keeps running through my head.
This column is dedicated to Art Whitmire and Betty Ford.

Continentally yours, Marv

Board of Managers 
& Officers LCOC 
Western Region



$20 fee per person for this event,
RSVP by August 17, 2011. Thanks to a
connection at the winery, all Simi
wines may be purchased in advance at
a 50% discount, please contact Jeremy
for more information. Simi is located
in Sonoma County approximately 70
miles north of the Golden Gate Bridge.
From San Francisco go north on Hwy
101 to the Dry Creek Road exit in
Healdsburg Turn right onto Dry Creek
Road; then turn left on Healdsburg
Avenue. Simi is located one mile north
at 16275 Healdsburg Avenue Please
contact Jeremy Sanford for more info
or to RSVP.

•September 11. Fun Ford Sunday
Vallejo. This is an annual event held
the second Sunday in September at the
Solano County Fairgrounds, it is open
to all Ford produced automobiles.
Clubs stake out their own areas when
they arrive.

Northern California

June 25
Sutter Gold Mine Tour
Meet in Sacramento

July 24
Cadillac LaSalle Club
Portal Park Snow
Registration form is available at
www.lcocwestern.org/events 
Call Jeremy at (916) 769-2333 
for further details"

August 20
Annual Wine Country Picnic

September 11
Fun Ford Sunday
Solano County Fair 
Grounds Vallejo

Southern California
July 30
Nethercutt Collection Tour
Sylmar, California

October 2
All Ford Picnic, LaPalma 
Park, Anaheim
more info later.

Coming Events 

Visit us on the 
World Wide Web Region:
www.LCOC Western.org

National: 
www.lcoc.org
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Western Region dues are $30 a year; add $10 for Western Region membership outside the U.S.
(Canada or Mexico).  All dues are payable in U.S. currency to Western Region Membership Chairman,
9318 Chaparral Road, Canoga Park, California 91304-1206.  Membership in the Western Region of
LCOC is open to all parties interested in Lincoln Continental automobiles.  Ownership of a Lincoln
automobile is not necessary to join LCOC.  You must, however, be or become a member of the National
LCOC to be eligible to join the Western Region.  Dues are in addition to Region dues.  The Continental
Confab is the official publication of the Western Region LCOC.  It is distributed by First Class Mail to
Western Region Members.  Material contained in the Confab is intended to be as factual as possible,
but neither the Western Region nor the editors assume any responsibility for the correctness of the
material or its sources.  Nothing in the Confab will be reproduced without the written permission of
the editors and the Western Region Board of Managers.  Car-related marketplace ads are free to mem-
bers, except those conducting a commercial enterprise.  Ads will  run for three issues.  Advertisers
must contact editors to extend or modify ads.  Non-member ads are $10 per issue, with a three issue
minimum.  We request you notify editors when vehicle or parts are sold.  All free ads are subject to
editing and space availability.  The deadline for submission of articles or ads is the 20th of the month
prior tø the issue requested.   All article contributions may be submitted in writing to:  Confab, 1780
Iris Way, Escondido, CA 92027.  

The Continental Confab is published and mailed every six weeks.  Dates are published annually.
The deadline for submitting articles and ads is 20 days prior to the planned mailing date.  All articles
and ads should be submitted in writing to: 1780 Iris Way, Escondido, CA or e-mail t,howley@cox.net.

2011 LCOC Western Region Northern California Events

•June 25. Sutter Gold Mine Tour.
Sutter Gold Mine offers a comprehen-
sive look into the gold mining process
and its historical progression from
gold panning and hydraulic mining to
hard rock techniques. Besides that, it’s
just plain fun to go underground and
see what’s usually only seen by miners:
the inside of the Earth. Membersl met
at 10:30am at the Wendy's restaurant
just off US 50 at 2750 Power Inn Rd.
Sacramento and enjoyed a scenic drive
up into the historic Mother Lode with
a a pot luck picnic lunch! 

•Saturday, August 20. Annual Wine
Country Picnic at Simi Winery, 11am –
2pm,Healdsburg Ave. Healdsburg, CA
95448. Our fourth annul Wine
Country Picnic will be held at the his-
toric Simi Winery in Healdsburg. A
tour and tasting will take place at 11am
and will be followed by a catered picnic
lunch in the winery's grove. There is a 

Mike and Janet Gribble’s 1947
Lincoln Continental Cabriolet 

was Best of Show 
at Morro Bay.



The museum is single level
building that contains mostly rare,
beautifully restored automobilia
from the 20s and 30s.   This collec-
tion is more  about the luxury cars
than antique everyday cars.
Packard’s, Bentleys, Cadillac’s,
Pierce-Arrows, Lincolns,
Duesenberg's, Cords, Auburns,
and quite a few Rolls Royce’s are
all are in mint condition and metic-
ulously maintained as all of these
automobiles are as drivable today
as they were when they rolled off
the showroom floor. Positioned
throughout the museum are five
unusual mechanical instruments
including a rare bow front Mills
Violano Virtuoso -- only 17 of these
exist, worth about a quarter mil-
lion dollars, which still accepts
nickels from the museum visitors

The LCOC Western Region
toured the Nethercutt Collection
and Museum,  (http://nether-
cuttcollection.org/] in Sylmar on
Saturday,  July  30th. This was a
totally FREE event!

The Nethercutt Collection and
museum is located in Sylmar at the
base of the San Gabriel foothills in
the San Fernando Valley.   The
Nethercutt Museum is a world-
class collection of over 250 cars,
various mechanical musical instru-
ments, antique furniture and a
fully restored Steam locomotive
and private rail car. This unique
collection was started back in the
1950s by JB Nethercutt, co-founder
in Merle Norman Cosmetics and
his wife Dorothy. It is housed in
two buildings located across the
street from each other.

to play violin and piano duets.
There is also a massive collec-

tion of hood ornaments, and there
is a large library available for auto-
motive research. Before you leave
the main museum can see a beauti-
fully restored 1937 Canadian
Pacific Royal Hudson locomotive
and a 1912 Pullman private railcar
located to the rear and outside.
The  Private Pullman Car was once
owned by the eldest daughter of
Santa Anita Race Track founder,
E.J. “Lucky” Baldwin.

We met for lunch at 11:30 a.m. at
the Bear Pit Bar-B-Que, 10825
Sepulveda Boulevard., Mission
The tour of the Collection followed
lunch at 1:15.  The tour  lasted for
approximately two hours.  A full
report on the tour will be carried in
the next issue of The Confab.
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Western Region Tour of the Nethercutt Collection
Saturday, July 30   

These photos show
the Nethercutt

Museum,
Train,

and Collection.



(Desert Center, 
continued from Page 1)

board walls to use as a schoolhouse.  A
mechanic with a large family came out
from Los Angeles and his wife became
the school’s teacher.  With the town
now in full swing Ragsdale  retreated
to his writing shack  on the far south
side of the road.   There he became the
world’s worst poet.

Within a few years, Ragsdale oper-
ated a number of small businesses in
locations such as Cactus City, Hell,
Skyway, Box Canyon, and Shaver's
Well. Around 1950, it was claimed he
had an affair with a office worker in his
employ and left Desert Center alto-
gether.  He lived the rest of his life at
his log cabin  near the summit of Santa
Rosa Mountain. His sons took over the
operations of Desert Center and added
a modern service station in the sixties.
"Desert Steve"  died in 1971.

The Ragsdales were not the only
force in Desert Center. In the early
1930s, Dr. Sidney R. Garfield con-
structed a small clinic near the town
to serve men working on the Colorado
River Aquaduct project, but his clinic
was not profitable.  Henry J. Kaiser,
who was  building the stretch of the
Colorado River Aqueduct through the
Desert Center vicinity, came to
Garfield with the idea of a medical
insurance plan for his 5,000 workers.
By teaming up with Kaiser and his
plan  Garfield soon had a profitable
clinic.  When the aqueduct project was
finished, Kaiser constructed the Grand
Coulee Dam, (now the Hoover Dam)
and Garfield managed the workers'
health care, and now there were
50,000 workers.  Garfield's operation
eventually became Kaiser Permanente.
Yes, its origins were in Desert Center.
The ruins of Dr. Garfield’s later med-
ical center in Desert Center survive.
but Kaiser Permanante has moved on.

There was a third influence in
Desert Center, the U.S. Army. In  1942,
under the direction of Major General
George S. Patton, the Desert Center
Army Air Field was established to sup-
port operations in the California-
Arizona Maneuver Area. The base cov-
ered 18,000 square miles.  It trained 
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The cafe as it looks today.

Abandoned caboose.  The rock contains a historic plaque.

The newer gas station is also abandoned.
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by famed locomotive Southern Pacific
4449, and ran it to the Mexican bor-
der. The locomotive that actually was
run to the end of the track and into the
desert sand remains in the big service
garage to the west of the old service
station.   But it is not the real thing.  It
appears to be made of fiberglass, and
has no wheels.  

There are several abandoned trucks
in Desert Center.   We are told there
are some real old trucks, possibly even
Ragsdale’s original Model T Ford tow
truck.  We know that in the thirties
and forties many Lincoln L sedans and
coupes were converted into tow trucks
but doubt that any of them were used
in Desert Center.  Tim Howley author.

800-576-2752 (U.S. & Canada) or 951-686-2752 / 8 - 5 Mon-Fri 
Fax: 760-770-3324 / E-MAIL: sales@markii.com / www.markii.com

13533 Hitt Rd., Apple Valley, CA 92308 

MA
RK II & LINCOLN PARTS

SECURE ON-LINE ORDERING / PRINT CATALOG FROM www.markii.com

CelebratingOur 44thAnniversary

Largest Inventory of NOS, New, Repro, Rebuilt
& Used Parts Available

WEATHERSTRIPPING EXHAUST LENSES over 500 molds
ENGINE/TRANSMISSION BRAKES CAR COVERS
SUSPENSION ELECTRICAL 100+ PARTS CARS

Jack Rosen

1949-1989

We’ve moved

to 

Apple Valley, CA!

troops for combat in the deserts of
North Africa.  A museum honoring
Patton and his training complex is
located eight miles to the west of
Desert Center.

There was more to come.  The site
of Kaiser Steel’s Eagle Mountain Mine,
one of the largest open-pit iron mining
operations in the world, is located
about 13 miles  north of Desert Center.
The rich iron ore deposit was discov-
ered by geologists employed by Henry
J. Kaiser during construction of the
Colorado River Aqueduct in the early
1930s. The Eagle Mountain Mine
operated at capacity from World War
II until it shut down in the late 1980s.

Today   Desert Center  survives, but
just barely. In the seventies Interstate
10 replaced old Highway 60 and the
town was bypassed.  From then on it
declined but it did not disappear. The
two service stations and the many
tourist cabins in the town went out of
business long ago.  The adobe cafe
hangs on and is open most days.   

The making of major motion pic-
tures in the area is now the town’s only
industry of note. A portion of the Eagle
Mountain Railroad south of Desert
Center was used in the filming of the
movie Tough Guys,  a 1986 comedy
starring Burt Lancaster and Kirk
Douglas.  They played a couple of ex
cons who planned the last great train
robbery. They hijacked a train, pulled

This is the long garage that contains the locomotive from “Tough Guys.” The weathered sign on
the cafe.



Photos from John
Walcek of the 

Morro Bay Meet
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RENIGER FINANCIAL & INSURANCE SERVICES

H.A. (Hal) Reniger, III

805/520-3888 – fax: 805/520-3887

CA Dept. Ins. License 0B52640

hreniger@financialcynic.com

Specializing Estate and Retirement Planning

Helping you preserve your IRA and Retirement Savings
in a safe and tax-efficient manner for you and your family.

—  LCOC MEMBER SINCE 1999  —
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Left, some of the Morro Bay crowd
at the Inn on Friday evening.

Below, Morro Rock
and Morro Bay

at sunset.

Below, Weller’s 1973 Continental Mark IV
in the town of Morro Bay.

Below right, Radford’s 1941
Lincoln Continental Coupe

and a non member’s Lincoln Continental Coupe.



mmm aarr kkeettppll aaccee .. .. ..   
1957 Continental Mark II Very nice white paint, solid red
interior (factory special order), good chrome, new battery,
new tires, new carb rebuild, new wheel cylinders and brake
lines (at all wheels).  Runs well and looks very nice.  $35,000
or best offer.  George Walker (805) 207-5399.    JUNE

1957 Continental Mark II. Redone engine, transmission,
brakes, water pump, etc.   Air-conditionng.  Needs upholstery,
paint, some plastic parts.   Car is located in Venice, California.
$28,500.  Juliette Cummins, (310) 562-4367.s  JUNE

1998 Mark VIII – Rare Spring Feature car – 1 of 117 in Gold
with Ivory interior.  Pristine condition with full documenta-
tion & records including window sticker.  Always garaged &
pampered.  65,000 carefully driven miles.  Everything works.
Car is like new.  Lots of photos available.  A very special car.
$8900 OBO.  sandyedelstein@earthlink.net or 760-864-1147
MAY
1940 Lincoln Continental Convertible #H93268 - one of the
first!   Dark blue, good tan top, dark tan leather upholstery,
Columbia 2-speed rear axle, radio.  Some literature.  Older
restoration, only 3,268 miles since.  AACA Senior and 5
Preservation Awards.  $90,000 firm.  Call Jean at 650-964-
0561.    FEB

1978 Lincoln Versailles: A very solid original car with a
recent complete mechanical rebuild.  Midnight blue with
moonroof and versailles blue interior with leather bucket
seats.  $5,000.  The mechanical rebuild alone cost that
much!  Drive this car cross country or detail for show.   Tim
Howley (760) 739-0332    E-mail for photos and further
information:    t.howley@cox.net   JUNE

1987 Lincoln Town Car. One-owner (garaged). Original
Silver with gray leather interior, original pin striping,
Landau top (excellent condition).   Serviced regularly and
stored in garage, no dents and never wrecked! Current smog,
clean registration. 159,000 original miles,
VIN:1LNBM81F8JY612248. Minimum bid $2,800.
Inspection by appointment in Coalinga, CA. Contact: Dan
Hernandez  Ph: 831/917-0907      FEB

Maybe you remember my dad Walt Rhea I have a handful of
OLD 60's car seats and door panels if you know of anybody
who wants them. We are cleaning out our warehouse in
Anaheim and before we threw them out I thought maybe
some member would like them for free.   Debbie Rhea. 
Radarsonics@aol.com    MAY

POLICY:  Ads will run for three issues.  50 words maximum!! The advertiser must contact the Editor to extend or modify ads.  Ads are NO CHARGE for
Western Region members; non-member ads are $10.00 per issue, with a three-issue minimum on the initial ad.  Photo ONLY if space permits.  We
request that you notify the Editor when the advertised item is sold.  Thank you.
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